
                  News 

                July to September 2019 
                           www.kove.org.uk 

Streets and Transport 
Following KOVE’s delegation to Camden’s 
Healthy Streets Scrutiny Committee, we 
submitted a series of proposals to improve 
Camden’s streets for older people. We have 
been asked by Camden’s planners to 
nominate one of our members to join them in 
checking various walking routes in Camden to 
see what improvements could be made. 
 KOVE will also be represented at Camden’s 
annual transport forum by Lynda Stuart. We 
have submitted a question about what 
progress has been made on improving Kilburn 
High Road over the past year. 
 KOVE is also taking practical measures to 
improve the environment for older people. We 
have funding for a new bench on the Camden 
side of Shoot Up Hill. The site has now been 
agreed, and we hope that the bench will be 
installed soon. On the Brent side of Kilburn 
High Road, we are still discussing with the 
possible bench sites with the Council. 
 The benches KOVE is paying for will be 
made of recycled materials. We are asking for 
them to be concreted into the ground so they 
cannot be stolen! Mel Wright has been 
working very hard on this project, consulting 
with older people about possible sites and the 
type of bench we want. 
 At the Jester Festival on Saturday 6 July 
at Fortune Green, we will be consulting older 
people about improvements they would like to 
see in the Kilburn & West Hampstead areas. 
Come and visit our stall and enjoy the 
Festival. 
 KOVE has also been involved in a 
consultation about transport issues for older 
people in our area, particularly when travelling 
to medical appointments.  

Television Licences 

The decision to charge over-75s, except those 
receiving Pension Credit, the full licence fee, 
will hit many older people hard. Particularly 
affected will be those who are entitled to, but 
have not claimed Pension Credit, or have an 
income just above that level. For people with 
mobility problems, or who don’t go out much, 
television is an important part of their lives. 
 Both Age UK and the National Pensioners 
Convention have been campaigning for this 
decision to be reversed. Even if it will not 
affect you directly, please sign the Age UK or 
online petition, and contact your local MP 
about this important issue.  
 

Webheath Estate TRA report 
 

KOVE’s Bench to Bench walk on 24 July will 
include a visit to the Webheath Estate. 

Improvements to the estate include new 
Global art murals and handrails have been 
repaired and painted on three blocks. The 
Council has also removed a wall behind Cherry 
House to dissuade anti-social behaviour.  
 There are fortnightly coffee & cake get 
togethers on Saturdays in preparation for the 
opening of the community garden. The AGM is 
being held at the Netherwood Youth centre in 
July. 
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Local history and more 
Local historian and author Dick Weindling gave a 
fascinating presentation to the Stroke Freedom 
Group meeting on the Kaiser’s Spies in West 
Hampstead before and during the First World War. 
  Many KOVE members are interested in local 
history. Tudor Allen from the Camden Local 
History Centre did an excellent talk to the Kilburn 
& West Hampstead Pensioners on the history of 
West Hampstead, and another talk is planned on 
17 October on the history of Kilburn. 
 Following our walk earlier this year to the 
British Museum, their outreach worker, Regan 
Kiser ran an Object Handling session for the 
Kilburn & West Hampstead Pensioners. Everyone 
enjoyed trying to identify objects that in some 
cases were hundreds of years old. We hope to run 
another session soon.  

 

Local Forum dates: 
 

Ainsworth: 1.30pm, SHELL 1, Linnell House off 
Boundary Rd, NW8. Wednesdays: 3 July – 
speaker on Energy (gas & electricity),  
4 September and 2 October. 
Kilburn & West Hampstead 
Pensioners1.30pm, Kingsgate Community 
Centre: Thursdays: 18 July:  To be confirmed,  
19 September – speaker on Energy (Gas & 
Electricity). 
Sidings Forum: 2.15pm: 26 July and  
26 September at Sidings Community Centre. 
 

Films: 
 

Reel Local Cinema Club:  
Over-60s matinee 
programme. New venue – 
now on Tuesdays at West Hampstead 
Community Centre, Dornfell St NW6. 
Admission: 50p. All films start at 1.30pm. 
2 July: The Great Gatsby  
(Robert Redford, Mia Farrow, Bruce Dern, 1974) 
3 September: The Remains of the Day  
(Anthony Hopkins and Emma Thompson) 
Future dates: 1 October, 5 November,  
3 December.  
 
Photos: Object handling session & walk in Regents Park  
(both by Peter Lush) 

Arthritis Group 
The KOVE Arthritis Group meets monthly at 
Sycamore Community Hall, 27a West End Lane 
NW6 4NY (The Kilburn end of West End Lane, off 
Kilburn High Road) on Thursdays at 2pm. 
Meetings: 25 July (First Aid for older 
people), 26 September and 24 October. 
Contact Peter Lush for more information. 
 

Stroke Freedom Group 
Meetings at Sidings Community Centre, 150 
Brassey Road, NW6 2BA at 1pm.Fridays:  
26 July & 26 September. Contact Deborah 
Knight for more information. 
 

Bench-to-Bench 
Walks 
Our walks are aimed at older 
people, a gentle pace, rests at benches as 
required. A chance to visit different places and 
have a cup of tea or coffee afterwards. No need to 
tell us you are coming, although if you need any 
particular support it is good to know this in 
advance. All on Wednesdays at 1.30pm. 

10 July: A short tour of Golders Green. Meet 
at the Clock Tower by Golders Green station.   
24 July: Grange Park and the Webheath 
Estate. Meet at the entrance to Grange Park on 
Kilburn High Road by the KOVE bench. 
7 August: Bloomsbury & the University 
buildings. Meet at Euston Square Station (south 
entrance)    
21 August: Golders Hill Park. Meet at the 
entrance to the park on North End Road (210 or 
268 bus from Golders Green Station – stop by the 
Hippodrome) 
11 September: Covent Garden & The Actors 
Church. Meet at Covent Garden station. 
25 September: Farringdon: Bart’s Hospital & 
Museum. Meet at Farringdon station entrance. 
(Thameslink or Metropolitan Line) 
 

The KOVE website: www.kove.org.uk also has 
information about KOVE’s activities.  
For more information about KOVE, contact: Peter 
Lush, KOVE Co-ordinator: peter56nw@outlook.com  

or 07973-845285 or Deborah Knight (Community 

Development Worker): deborah@kove.org.uk  
or 07778-145787. 
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