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HIGH SPEED 2 and AIR QUALITY- HS2 NEWSLETTER 

FUTURE OF HS2? 

You may have read in the press that a growing number of MPs are now saying that HS2 should be scrapped. 

But whatever happens we will still face years of disruption from the utility works and demolitions which 

have already started, and from redevelopment of the sites that have been cleared. We wouldn’t get back 

all the trees, green spaces and buildings we’ve lost – although we might be able to use at least some of 

these sites for the benefit of residents. 

HS2 WORKS 

REGENTS PARK ESTATE DEMOLITIONS 

Residents have been moved out of Eskdale, Ainsdale and Silverdale which are due to be demolished by HS2 

contractors. The whole area – including Hampstead Road Open Space and the Eskdale playground will 

shortly be hoarded off leaving the remaining residents at the north of the Regents Park Estate with a long 

walk around the site to get to the nearest bus stop on Hampstead Road. 

 

Hampstead Road Open Space – lost to HS2 

DUST ESCAPE 

On 1 July a cloud of dust was released from work taking place on the railway lines outside Euston causing 

nuisance to residents. HS2 say they will monitor this more closely in future but if anything similar happens 

during the demolition works please make sure you report it on the freephone number given below. 

LORRY ROUTES 

Local residents were shocked when they learnt about the proposed lorry route for removing spoil from the 

Granby Terrace/Regents Park Estate demolition site. This involves taking up to 70 lorries a day along 

Harrington Street and Varndell Street for 16 months. These are currently two of the quietest streets on the 

Estate. The route would then travel north along Hampstead Road to make a loop around Harrington Square 

before running south down Hampstead Road to reach Euston Road. It would then run west to Great 
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Portland Street, loop round Albany Street and Osnaburgh Street to head east along Euston Road and 

out of Camden. 

The site borders railway lines on one side and Hampstead Road (a main A road) on another, but instead of 

making use of these, the proposed route seems designed to be the longest and most indirect, and to create 

the worst possible effects on local residents. 

Community representatives have been arguing for a more direct route using Granby Terrace – which has no 

residents and allows a right turn onto Hampstead Road, avoiding the Harrington Square loop – and when 

this is not possible to have a special haul road through the site to give direct access onto Hampstead Road. 

At a meeting on 13 September HS2 said they were reviewing the route and looking at the possibility of 

using Granby Terrace for part of the time and of having a special haul road. The proposal was due to go to 

Camden’s Planning Committee on 20 September but this has now been deferred to 18 October. Members 

of the local community will be there to argue for the best route for residents. 

UTILITY WORKS AND DISRUPTIONS 

Utility diversions and water main works extend across the Regents Park Estate and are expected to 

continue until February 2019. These will result in pavement and lane closures in different roads at different 

times which may make negotiating our way around the Estate more difficult at times. 

For details of when/where work and closures are expected to take place please have a look at the HS2 in 

Euston Commonplace website (details below). 

AIR QUALITY 

INCREASED RISK OF DEMENTIA 

The risk of dementia in the over-50s increases by a massive 40% in areas which have the highest levels of 

nitrogen oxides according to a new study published last month in the BMJ Open Journal. Nitrogen oxides 

are the main pollutants coming from the exhausts of diesel engines. HS2’s air quality monitors show that 

almost every road in the area has levels above the legal maximum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHERE CAN I FIND OUT MORE? 

HS2 has information on https://hs2ineuston.commonplace.is. You can also contact them on their 

Freephone Helpline number 08081 434 434 with questions or complaints. Their HS2 information centre is 

currently at the former National Temperance Hospital in Hampstead Road. www.camden.gov.uk has 

information, and you can sign up to receive newsletters by email. CHARGE (an umbrella group of local 

community organisations working to promote the interests of residents affected by HS2) has a website 

https://www.chargegroup.org. Or you can contact me via TAP.                                                                     Ursula Brown 

“Dementia threat soars in areas hit by 

pollution” 

 

“Dementia threat soars 
in areas hit by pollution” 

 

If you’re 60+ and live in Camden why don’t you drop-in for a cuppa & see our new centre! 

https://hs2ineuston.commonplace.is/
http://www.camden.gov.uk/
https://www.chargegroup.org/

