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New Benches for Kilburn High Road 
 

We are pleased to announce that KOVE has been 
successful with a bid to Brent Council’s Community 
Infrastructure Levy to have four new benches 
installed on Kilburn High Road. This will provide a 
place to have a short rest for older people when 
out shopping. We have only just received the 
news that we were successful with the bid, so 
don’t have a timescale yet. We will inform KOVE 
members when the benches are available for use.  
 We were also successful in getting Camden 
Council to repair one of their benches in Kilburn 
High Road. 
 

All Aboard!   
 

Following KOVE's recent film about bus stops and 
Ageing Better in Camden & KOVE pamphlet about 
bus travel, KOVE recently visited Cricklewood Bus 
Garage to discuss with George Marcar of TfL and a 
group of Metroline managers and driver-operators 
aspects of bus travel that older people experience 
- good and bad. 
 The bus staff were very attentive to our 
questions and the meeting was constructive. 
Topics included: 
 How to best manage Priority Seating spaces 
when non-priority passengers are taking up these 
seats – TfL badges 'Please Offer me Your Seat’ 
help (they are free and available via TfL) and if 
non- priority people do not cooperate by giving up 
their seat the bus driver should be able to assist.  
 Buses should always pull into the kerb before 
stopping unless an obstacle is in the way. 
Passengers are encouraged to ask the driver if this 
is not done. 
 If there is a queue of buses waiting to pick up 
passengers, all drivers should still stop at bus stop 
before continuing their journey. Put out your 
hand to indicate to driver you require the service. 
TfL say that it should be unnecessary for 
passengers waiting at the stop, especially those 
with disabilities to have to move forward to get on 
the bus. 
 

 These are some of the points raised on our bus 
garage visit and we agreed to keep the dialogue 
going. KOVE plans to arrange occasional visits. Let 
us know if you want to join us.  In the meantime 
remember if you have any comments to make to 
TfL about travel services call their customer 
services: 0343 222 1234.  

KOVE members at Cricklewood Bus Garage.   

 

Kilburn Station 
 

We are 
disappointed to 
report that the 
toilets at Kilburn 
Station (Jubilee 
Line) are currently 
closed. We will be raising this with TfL. 
 
Age Friendly City 
 

We have been invited to a meeting about London 
becoming an Age Friendly City. We will be doing a 
presentation about benches, but will also take the 
opportunity to raise the issue of publicly accessible 
toilets and various transport issues. We will report 
back in the next Newsletter. Lynda Stuart 
attended a conference in Bristol on this topic and 
reported back to us.  
 

KOVE AGM: Thursday 11 October 2018, 
1.30pm at Kingsgate Community Centre, 

Kingsgate Road. All Welcome. 
  

http://www.kove.org.uk/


Men’s Group: Keeping Active Together have now 
secured more funding to continue running a 
programme of activities aimed at older men. To 
get involved, contact Anna Clancey on 020-7794-
3729 (Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays).  

 

Forum dates: 
 
Ainsworth: 1.30pm, SHELL 1, Linnell House off 
Boundary Rd, NW8. Wednesdays:  3 October, 7 
November and 5 December (Boccia – Indoor 
Bowls and Christmas tea). 
Kilburn & West Hampstead Pensioners 
1.30pm, Kingsgate Community Centre: Thursdays: 
20 September: Rosemary Frazer from Camden 
Disability Action speaks on their work & 
campaigns. 
18 October: Barry Todman from the National 
Pensioners Convention speaks on issues facing 
pensioners today. 
15 November: Christmas Concert 
13 December: Boccia (indoor bowls) and 
Christmas tea. 
Refreshments and raffle at each meeting 
 
Sidings Forum: 1pm on 26 October, 2.15pm on 
30 November and 14 December at Sidings 
Community Centre. 
 

Films:  
 

Reel Local Cinema Club:  
Over-60s matinee 
programme. The club has a new venue: 
Sycamore Hall, 27a West End Lane, NW6 
4NY. Admission: 50p. All films start at 
1.30pm.  
4 October: The African Queen 1950s 
adventure film with Humphrey Bogart and 
Katherine Hepburn. 
1 November: Mr Hulot's Holiday Jacques Tati's 
quirky French comedy 
6 December: Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 
Marilyn Monroe and Jane Russell in 1953 comedy. 
 
Arthritis Group 
The KOVE Arthritis Group meets monthly at 
Sycamore Community Hall, 27a West End Lane 
NW6 4NY (The Kilburn end of West End Lane, off 
Kilburn High Road) on Thursdays at 2pm. 
Meetings: 25 October and 22 November. Contact 
Peter Lush for more information. 
 

Stroke Freedom Group 
The Stroke Freedom meetings are at Sidings 
Community Centre, 150 Brassey Road, NW6 2BA 
at 1pm. Future meetings on Fridays: 26 October 
(Speaker Dick Weindling on the history of West 

Hampstead), 30 November and 14 December. 
Contact Deborah Knight for more information.  
 

 

Walks 
Our walks are aimed at older 
people, a gentle pace, rests at 
benches as required. A chance 
to visit different places and 
have a cup of tea or coffee afterwards. No need to 
tell us you are coming, although if you need any 
particular support it is good to know this in 
advance. All on Wednesdays at 1.30pm 
10 October: Swiss Cottage – meet at Swiss 
Cottage Library main entrance 
24 October: South End Green and Keats House – 
meet at Hampstead Heath station 
14 November: RIBA (Portland Place - subject to 
availability) – meet at Great Portland St station  
28 November: Fitzrovia – meet at Warren St 
Station 
12 December: West Hampstead (possibly with 

tea with KAT & W Heart – to be confirmed). 

KOVE members who enjoyed our visit to Kenwood. The 
picture is at the Old Dairy, where Heath Hands kindly hosted 
us for refreshments. It was Mel’s last Bench-to-Bench walk as 

Co-ordinator. 
 

Deborah Knight joins KOVE. 
Our long-serving co-ordinator, Mel Wright, retired 
at the end of August. Mel will continue to be a 
board member of Ageing Better in Camden, and 
help KOVE out as a volunteer on areas such as our 
work on Kilburn High Road. 
Peter Lush now becomes the KOVE Co-ordinator, 
and we are pleased to announce that Deborah 
Knight joined us on 1 September as our 
Community Development Worker. Deborah has 
lots of experience in the voluntary & community 
sector, and is a qualified walk leader. We wish her 
well in her time with KOVE.   
 

The KOVE website (www.kove.org.uk) also has 
information about KOVE’s activities. 

 

For more information about KOVE’s activities, 
contact: Peter Lush, KOVE Co-ordinator, 

peter56nw@outlook.com or 07973-845285.  
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